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(54) DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL METHOD AND DEVICE USING CONTEXT INFORMATION 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the document retrieval 
accuracy by selecting a word having more intensive relationship as a 
keyword in a semantic sense when the relative words are added as 
keywords. 

SOLUTION: A keyword expansion part 4 extracts the relative words 
of an input keyword from a relative word data base, and a relative 
keyword selection part 5 outputs all relative keyword candidates 
expanded to the keyword in sequence and in a processing symmetric 
form. The part 5 also checks whether the relative keyword candidates 
have the same context information as the input keyword based on a 
word appearance frequency data base 3 including the context 
information. Thus, the part 5 selects the relative keywords having high 
appearance frequency. Then a document retrieval part 7 retrieves a 
document from a document data base 6 and outputs it based on the 
keyword that is inputted to a keyword input part 1 and the keyword 
that is selected at the part 5. 
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